
From Fr. Tom Butler’s Homily Library 

Let Us Pray 

 

     If you were God, would you want us to know you are the one who is answering our 

prayers? It seems Elizabeth and Zachariah has been praying for years and years for a 

child. But it just didn’t happen! Then, when she had passed miles and miles beyond the 

age for child bearing, it happened! Could it have been God was waiting for a time when 

it would be evident to them and everyone else that He was the one who made it all 

happen? Well, that was an act of God. And Elizabeth and Zachariah both knew it. 

     We do the same thing. We sometimes pray and pray. In fact, we pray for years and 

years for some things, and those prayers just don’t happen. Could it be God is waiting 

for a time when it will be evident to us that He is the one answering our prayers?  

     Often, we may be tempted to think we don’t really have to pray at all. And, when 

our prayers are answered, we may be tempted to think it was all just a coincidence. It 

just happened by chance. Or by fate. Or it would have happened whether we prayed or 

not.  

     All kinds of outlandish thoughts can run through our minds and steal away all the 

credit due to God. But there are times (just like this time with Elizabeth) when God 

wants us to know that the answer to that prayer is due to Him…and not to anyone or to 

anything else. In fact, you can bet your last dollar on the fact that absolutely nothing 

happens to us without God asking it to happen…or letting it happen. 

     If Elizabeth and Zachariah had not prayed for a baby and, if they had not persisted in 

their prayers, would God have given them one? Well, nobody can answer that! But I 

can tell you this: many of the saints firmly believed there are many things God has 

decided are going to happen ONLY IF we pray for them to happen and keep on praying 

for them to happen. 

     There is an old saying that goes like this: “Whatever will be, will be!” But a truer 

rendition of that saying would be: “Whatever will be, will be, IF God wants it to be.” 

     Jesus told us to ask…to seek…and to knock. Why?? So that things that would never 

be someday will be! So, let us pray. Often. And then let us pray some more. Don’t ever 

quite praying!! 

 *Inspired by Luke 1:57-66 


